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Car Stories. 
The Godalming cat that found its way home from 


Leeds, where it had been sent by rail in a hamper, is 
not a singular animal. We have heard similar tales 


before. Only one of these miraculous journeys has | 4 


come under our personal knowledge, and then the ex- 
planation was simple. A lady removing from a 
country house to a distant town, determined to take 
with her, by rail, a favourite cat. The page boy was 
ordered to pack the cat in a hamper and take it to 
the station—about a mile from the house. On the 
way the cat escaped from the hamper and disappeared, 
but the boy, knowing his situation depended upon 
delivery of a cat, obtained one of similar colour from 
a cottager and carried it safely to the station. The 
hamper and its occupant performed the journey by 
rail without accident, and was delivered at the new 
house. One of the servants proceeded to open the 
hamper, and the instant the lid was unfastened the 
cat sprang out, dashed through the open window and 
was not seen again. Identity was never doubted, 
and the unusual energy of the animal was credited to 
fright on the journey. 

‘Cat number one found its way home the day after 
escaping from the hamper. The care-taker at the 
house recognised it, and wrote her mistress, who 
paturally could only account for the circumstance by 
the theory that when the cat bolted from the new 
home it went straight back to the house it preferred. 
The lady and her friends believe to this day that the 
wonderful instinct of a cat enabled it to return, a 
distance of 48 miles over a strange country. But the 
page boy knows better. 


VETERINARY PractTiTIONERS AND THE Law. 


Some of our correspondents complain that the 
Council does not interfere with unlicensed persons 
who doctor animals. The Council has no power to 
‘do anything of the sort. The Veterinary Surgeons 
Act was not framed to confer a monopoly on Mem- 
_ of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

ut to protect the public against pretenders who 
assume misleading titles. The Act forbids persons 

Ing themselves veterinary surgeons unless they 
are registered by the R.C.V.S. It also forbids the 
use of any title, name, or description stating that the 
oon using it is “‘a veterinary surgeon, or a practi- 
“gone of veterinary surgery, or of any branch there- 
Ol, — 18 specially qualified to practice the same.” 
& ntil the 1881 Act became law we had no protec- 

n against unfair competition. We might spend 
our calling, and go into practice with 
“ Gploma which had cost much in time and money, 


only to find an opponent calling himself veterinary 
surgeon who had not been a day at College, and who 
had not devoted an hour to the study of disease. In 
those days the new graduate had something to grum- 
ble at ; to-day he may object to the opposition of 
uacks, but he cannot say the law has done nothing 
td distinguish between them andhim. The Council 
are ready to interfere actively when the quack falsely 
pretends he is a veterinary surgeon, but it can take 
no steps when a man simply offers his skill and his 
drugs to any fool who cares to employ him. There 
will always be quacks in every calling so long as there 
are fools to pay them. There is only one way of 
meeting the quack, outside of legal proceedings, i.e. 
by educating the public to a pitch which will enable 
them to distinguish the real from the counterfeit. 

This educational process is not to be accomplished 

easily, but progress will be quicker if care is taken 

that the real thing contains no base metal. 


Leaisuation Acainst TUBERCULOSIS. 


Until a community is ripe for legal enactments, 
very little success attends the attempt to enforce 
regulations. Medical officers of health and veteri- 
nary surgeons have quite made up their minds 
that some legislation against tuberculosis in animals 
is necessary. Consumers of meat and milk are 
also desirous of protection against disease. Stock- 
owners too are agreed that something should 
be done, but they have not yet quite focussed their 
views. The Associated Chambers of Agriculture 
have made an advance, and submit—‘ that any pro- 
posal for stamping out tuberculosis by means of 
slaughter (on the lines adopted in the case of cattle- 
plague, foot-and-mouth disease and pleuro-pneu- 
monia) is quite unpracticable. With this everyone 
agrees, and no one has, we think, yet suggested 
such a course. The Chamber ‘does not stop 
here. It has some positive suggestions. ‘It 
considers that compensation for pecuniary loss, 
suffered by farmers, butchers or others, by reason of 
the seizure of tuberculous animals or meat, in the 
interests of public health, should be paid for from 
imperial funds.”” That compensation should be paid 
is right, but it is almost impracticable to do so out of 
imperial funds. A further suggestion made is ‘‘ that 
owners of milking cows should be compelled to notif 
the existence of disease in their ;stock.” This wi 
obtain general support. They also advise ‘ Inspec- 
tion of all dairies at intervals by a veterinary surgeon 
appointed by the Board of Agriculture.” 

e agree to the inspection, but why under Central 
authority ? 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


PROLONGED ‘ UTERO-GESTATION. 
By James Duntop, M.R.C.V.8, Downpatrick. 


On the 24th April, 1888, I was called to see a cow 
in calf which had not been to the bull from the pre- 
vious April, so that at the time I saw her she had been 

regnant for twelve months. On interrogating owner 
[ stated that she had made a little preparation for 
calving at the usual time but the passages had con- 
tracted again. On examination I judged she was 
carrying a dead foetus; the passages were in no way 
relaxed, the os being quite closed. I told the owner 
that I could not interfere, but advised him to watch 
her carefully, and if he saw any relaxation to tele- 
graph for me at once. To my surprise, next day I 
had a message to go out, when I arrived I found the 

enital passages well relaxed, and had not much 
difficulty in delivering her. The foetus came away 
closely invested in the membranes, which were very 
dry and dark coloured, but not offensive. I had the 
uterus well washed out with antiseptic solution and 
the cow afterwards did well. 

A much more interesting case occured about 24 

miles from this town. Isaw the cow when the period 
of gestation had extended to twelve months. The 
foetus was alive. The cow had never made any prepa- 
ration for calving, nor did she, and the owner, after wait- 
ing until she was thirteen months gone, had her killed, 
and it was found that the foetus had been living up 
to the time that the cow was slaughtered. I was not 
present at the death or post-mortem or I should have 
made an attempt to save the calf. I was told the 
calf looked as large as one four months old. The 
owner is still living. 

I remember having another case where the cow was 
slaughtered, after carrying a living fetus twelve 
months. In this case also, she never made any pre- 
paration for parturition. 

During the outbreak of rinderpest in 1866, all the 
beef carcases for consumption in the City of Glasgow 
had to undergo veterinary inspection. I then saw 
quite a number of cases in which ail that remained of 
the foetus in utero was a mere handful of the larger 
bones, and yet the carcase in each case was in prime 
condition. No history of those cases could be ob- 
tained. 1 think it probable that they were fattened 
on account of refusing to breed. 


Notes on THE Comparative VaLvE or Symptoms In 
Diacnosis or ABpommnaL AFFECTIONS IN THE Horsr. 
By E. Watus Hoarz, F.R.C.V.S. 


The clinical study of abdominal affections in the 
horse is an interesting as well as a useful one. From 
text-books and translations of foreign authors we 
cannot obtain much information of practical value 
on this subject, and the student who reads these dili- 
gently, without devoting his attention to the actual 
observation of cases, is apt to regard certain symp- 


toms as infallible guides, and to base his diagnosis: 


on the presence or absence of such symptoms. Ob- 
servation alone will enable him to separate the 
‘‘wheat from the chaff,’’ while a comparison of the 
symptoms presented during life with the evidence 
afforded by autopsies will demonstrate to him how 
deceptive symptoms frequently may be, and how 
carefully their value must be estimated in arriving at 
@ correct diagnosis. 

Careful clinical study will prove conclusively to. 
him the dangers of a ‘“ snap-shot’’ diagnosis, and 
also of a prognosis arrived at on similar lines, while 
the “teachings of failure ’’ will offer valuable food 
for reflection. Some there are who rest assured that 
their skill has reached its acme of perfection, and re- 
gard with contempt any efforts directed to improve 
clinical work. Such remarks apply to practitioners 
as well as to students. Weare well aware that many 
are content to classify all abdominal affections under 
the headings of colic, enteritis, and twist. If the 
case yields to treatment it is colic, if not it must be 
enteritis, and if certain phenomena be present, along 
with acute pain, it must be a “ twist,” and so the 
patients die and are disposed of without any autop- 


sies being held, and much valuable material is thereby ° 


lost to clinical medicine. The faculties for diagnosis 
possessed by some men are wonderful, but unfortu- 
nately they do not offer prima facie evidence of the 
correctness of their opinions. 

Routine diagnosis and treatment succeeds from a 
commercial standpoint, but we have higher aims to 
consider if we desire to place this department of clini- 
cal medicine on a scientific basis and to adopt rational 
treatment. At the outset of the consideration of our 
subject we must admit the difficulties that exist in 
arriving at a correct diagnosis, and the frequency of 
errors in this direction. The greater the experience 
we possess the more careful we become, and the 
superficial knowledge we possess of these affections 
is brought more clearly before our minds. be 

The symptoms which come under our notice 2 
treating abdominal affections may be described as 
general and special. 

The general symptoms are those that are present 
in a variety of affections, and their diagnostic value 
is inconsiderable as compared with the special. 

The special symptoms, although individually they 
do not lead us to a correct diagnosis, yet taken 
conjunction with each other and with the history of 
the case are very important aids to diagnosis. 
the general symptoms we must regard pain as occupy 
ing an important place. Pain is manifested 1 * 
variety of ways, and as an aid to diagnosis we P* 
special attention to its nature, whether continuous 
otherwise. 

Continuous pain that resists the action of anody2® 
must be regarded as an unfavourable symapion 
especially if other serious phenomena be a 
We must, however, be careful not to mistake 
exciting effects of full doses of opium or morphiné 
signs of pain. 

The of the pain cannot be 
reliable guide, as in many instances this depe? W 
great extent on the temperament of the pee in 


frequently see the most violent pain ™ 


i 
a 
0 
vi 
Pp 
Se 
Se 
Ww 
ck 
th 


| 
MM 
: 
| 
{ i 
a! 
| 
| 
| bs 
| | wl 
pr 
| pu 
ju 
rer 
! | vec 
| | sey 
| bur 
| | hor 
tha 
ina 
} | pu 
i 
| 


February 20, 1897 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 447 


what prove to be simple cases of colic, and this pain 
in some instances is not readily subdued. But our 
experience teaches us that pain which commences in 

<q, slow insidious manner and gradually increases in 
severity, at the same time being continuous and re- 
sisting the action of anodynes is that which is most 
to be feared. The pain may be manifested at first by 
the animal pawing in a listless manner, looking to- 
wards the flanks, lying down after making several 
attempts to do so, in a careful manner, but the pain 
is continuous and the animal soon gets up on his legs 
again. These symptoms become more severe, and 
are accompanied by other phenomena and an anxious 
expression of countenance, but we must admit that 
with a few exceptions we cannot arrive at a correct 
diagnosis during the early stages of these affections. 
Pain as a symptom cannot be relied on exclusively 
as an aid to diagnosis, but its character taken in 
conjunction with other phenomena present we must 
regard carefully. The attitudes and postures assumed 
by horses in the various abdominal affections are to 
be attributed to pain, and are efforts of the patients 
to obtain even temporary relief; to these we shall 
‘direct attention further on. 

The character of the pain may be modified by the 
nature of the affection, thus in acute gastric impac- 
tion we frequently have cerebral complications in 
addition, as also in acute gastritis and in acute gas- 
tric tympany. These in some instances produce 
greatly increased violence, in others a comatos? con- 
dition alters the character of the pain. We are 
familiar with those fatal cases in which a short time 
prior todeath symptoms of pain may disappear. The 
condition of the pulse and expression of the patient, 
however, inform the practitioner of the coming dis- 
solution. 

_ The Pulse is regarded by many practitioners as an 
mportant guide to the diagnosis and prognosis of 
abdominal affections. The alterations in the character 
of the pulse during the course of an affection afford 
valuable information, but we cannot at the outset de- 
pend too much on this symptom. For we frequently 
see cases which in the early stages do not present 
Serlous alterations of the pulse, but as the disease 
advances these become manifest. We are all familiar 
with the thready, rapidly running down pulse, so 
characteristic of a fatal termination, and we know 
the significance of a change for the worse in the 
Character of the pulse. 

In horses of a high nervous temperament, pain 
has a marked effect on the pulse, and we are aware 

what apparently serious alterations in the character 
of the latter even slight digestive derangements may 
produce in such patients. Hence the character of the 
pulse as a general symptom must be taken in con- 
Junction with other phenomena present in order to 
render it of diagnostic value. 

The temperature is an important guide when obser- 


ved in connection with other symptoms. In cases of | 


Severe colic we have frequently observed the tempera- 
. ture to'run up a few degrees in nervous excitable 
cure but our experience leads us to the conclusion 
that if, during the progress of a case of acute abdom- 
inal pain, the temperature rises steadily, while the 
Pulse shows indications of severe constitutional dis- 


turbance, we have an affection of serious gravity to 
deal with. 

Profuse diaphoresis is an unfavourable symptom 
although we observe it frequently in cases that re- 
cover. In gastric affections it iscommonly met with, 
and is sometimes limited to the left side of the 
body. 
That cold perspiration which is so often the pre- 
cursor of a fatal termination is sufficiently familiar 
without a description. Large doses of opium or 
morphine will produce profuse diaphoresis in many 
horses. 

Tympanites is a symptom of very frequent occur- 
rence in abdominal affections, and varies from a 
slight fullness of the abdominal walls to a state of 
extreme distension, such as is observed in severe 
cases of flatulent colic. Tympanitis cannot be re- 
garded as a symptom of diagnostic value, as it is pre- 
sent in many affections, but its appearance during the 
progress of a case must be regarded as unfavourable 
to the patient. The presence of tympanitis during 
the early stages of a case that yields to treatment, 
evidenced by free passage of flatus and a removal of 
the distended conditions of the abdomen, is indica- 
tive of a favourable termination. But if tympanitis 
appears at a later stage of an abdominal affection our 
experience teaches us how serious a symptom it 
proves to be. In animals of that conformation known 
at ‘‘well ribbed in” there may be a considerable 
amount of tympanitis present, and still marked dis- 
tension on the region of the flank may not be obser- 
ved. This we have on a few occasions noticed 
especially in mares, the distended intestines being 
easily felt per vaginam, and interfering with the act 
= micturition gives rise to symptoms of urinary dis- 
order. 

A tense rigid condition of the abdominal walls is 
present in many abdominal affections, and is an un- 
favourable symptom while it persists. In many 
cases of enteritis we find a ‘‘ tucked up’”’ condition 
of the abdominal walls, while in the later stages more 
fullness is present as tympanitis succeeds, due to the 
condition known as meteorism, depending on paraly- 
sis of the intestinal walls. We observe similar 
phenomena in cases of peritonitis. 

In cases of rupture of the stomach or intestines the 
symptom of tympanitis arises very suddenly, and is 
very suggestive when taken in conjunction with other 
_well-known phenomena present in these fatal condi- 
tions. 

Vomiting as a symptom is a very serious one, and 
may vary from the full accomplishment of the act to 
attempts at same. In cases of impaction of the 
stomach it is not unusual to find that portions of the 
medicine administered find their way back through 
the nostrils, but this we do not regard as actual 
vomition. If we are to depend on the clinical 
description of cases we find many recorded as those 
of actual vomition which recovered, but we are in- 
clined to believe that many of these are cases of 
/spasm of the esophagus. Our experience teaches us 
that cases of actual vomition are frequently fatal, 
rupture of the stomach or intestines being the usual 
lesion found at the autopsy. 

Eructations of gas, and what may be termed 
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‘‘hiccough”” are symptoms frequently met with in 
gastric affections. e regard them as favourable in 
cases of gastric tympanitis, as the excessive quantity 
of gas is partly got rid of by this channel. But in 
very acute cases oi this nature these symptoms do 
not occur, the cardiac orifice of the stomach being 
firmly contracted. 

The attitudes and postures assumed by horses when 
suffering from various abdominal affections form an 
interesting study. We cannot indeed regard any of 
these as being constant symptoms of diagnostic value, 
as they may be present in some cases of certain affec- 
tions, while being absent in others of the same 
nature. These different postures are evidently 
assumed by the patient in order to afford relief by 
altering the positions of affected organs, such relief 
being, however, very transient. ‘ 

‘¢ Sitting on the haunches”’ like a dog is a posture 
met with in different affections. Thus it may be 
present in rupture of the stomach or intestines, the 
act of vomition occurring while the patient is in this 
condition. It is also observed in some cases of vol- 
vulus, and in cases of severe gastric tympanitis. In 
the latter affection it may be a marked symptom, and 
in one instance we have seen the horse assuming this 
position in the early stages, being found by the groom 
in the morning in the position mentioned. Although 
usually a fatal symptom, we have met with a few in- 
stances in which recovery occurred, although this 
symptom was present; the fact of the recovery, how- 
ever, precluded anything like a positive diagnosis be- 
ing arrived at. 

Lying on the sternum with the fore legs extended is 
a posture met within some cases of gastric affections. 
In others the fore legs may be flexed and crossed over 
each other. But in cases of chronic inflammatory 
affections of the kidneys attitudes similar to these 
may be assumed, indeed there is almost no limit to 
the variety of attitudes that renal affections may give 
rise to in the horse. 

Stretching the body while standing, resembling the 


much diagnostic value cannot be placed. It may be 
present in cases of volvulus, while on the other hand 
we observe it in some cases that terminate favourably. 
In obscure renal affections it may also be present, and 
is especially induced by rectal examination in such 
cases. It is needless to say that in the differential 
diagnosis an examination of the urine is the only 
means of arriving at a correct conclusion. 

Many other attitudes might be mentioned, some- 
times present, sometimes absent, and on which we 
cannot place any reliance as regards diagnosis. Thus 
pawing,. looking towards the flanks, lying on the back 
at intervals with limbs drawn close to the body, may 
be met with in different affections. One symptom, 
however, is fairly diagnostic, that is the forcing of 
the hind quarters against the walls etc., and is suffi- 
ciently suggestive of impaction of the colon or intes- 
tinal calculus. 

The evidences afforded by a rectal examination are 
sometimes valuable, although we are inclined to think 
that their value is frequently exaggerated. No doubt 
we can feel a distended colon either filled with in- 


degree of scepticism those cases of displacement of 
the colon of which we sometimes read, that have been 
set right by manual means and the patients have re- 
covered. Itis these cases that recover after showing 
remarkable symptoms that tend to raise positive 
symptoms as regards diagnosis in the mind of the 
practitioner. Careful consideration proves to us the 
errors that may occur in the diagnosis of such cases. 
When the patient dies the plain unvarnished facts: 
are presented to us at the autopsy. In cases that re- 
cover the percentage of correct diagnosis must be- 
small, if we are to judge of them by the correctness 
of those that are verified by autopsies. We can 
term the affection anything we desire, and there is 
nothing to contradict our opinion, and we are apt to: 
congratulate ourselves on our acute powers of diag- 
nosis and our successful treatment of the case ; buta 
careful study of such cases clinically shakes our faith 
to a great extent, and we become convinced that it 
is not wise to give a hasty opinion as regards diag- 
nosis or prognosis, even though we imagine that our 
krowledge of symptoms should enable us to do so. 

If we inform a client that a case will surely die, 
and if that case recovers our reputation is not im- 
proved, while on the other hand to state that a case 
will recover because the symptoms do not point to 
an opposite condition of affairs is not a wise course, 
if it should happen by the irony of fate to die. In 
either instance a guarded opinion must be given, 
and until we are enabled to diagnose such cases more 
accurately than at present we must not rely too im- 
plicitly on any one symptom or group of symptoms 
when forming a prognosis. 


THE “RELIANCE” MOUTH GAG. 


/ARNOLD& SONS LONDON 
7 My, Wi] \ 


The ‘ Reliance” mouth gag is a useful automatic 
mouth expander for small dogs or cats invented by 
Messrs. Arnold & Sons. As may be seen in accotl- 
panying drawing, it consists of two transverse curv 
bars—the inferior bar being fixed. The superior 
bar is pierced to receive the single, slightly curved 
supporting stem, upon which is coiled a steel spring, 
keeping the gag open. 

It is kept fixed open in any position by the pressure 
of the teeth upon the ends of the transverse bars which 
are guarded by neatly adjusted India rubber pads © 


gesta or with gas, but we must view with a certain 


prevent injury to buccal membrane or teeth. 


i} i 
Ala! 
| 
il 
“> 
| 
2 
| sk 
{ 
| ad 
Wwe 
| be 
fel 
be 
wa 
| 
: 


February 20, 1897 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 449 


It can be inserted either between the molars or in- 
gisors on either side. . 

For a combination of lightness, strength, simpli- 

city, efficiency and elegance it leaves little to be 


desired. 
W. A. Epear. 
Dartford. 


ABSTRACTS FROM 
CONTINENTAL VETERINARY JOURNALS. 


Prorective Inocutation Acainst Swine PLaGue. 


Prof. Perroncito he has been occupied in conjunction 
with Dr. Bruschettini in discovering a practical and 
economical method of protective inoculation, and now 
their researches are considered successful. 1,500 
swine have been already inoculated with the vaccine ; 
they have been fed with the lungs and intestines of 
swine which have died of infectious pneumo-enteri- 
tis, and have also been kept in infected centres for a 
month without becoming ill. The investigations 
cannot, however, yet be published because they show 
that the inoculation may be useful also in other in- 
fectious diseases, and researches in this direction are 
not yet completed. 

The vaccine is liquid. The dose is 3cc. Each 
tube (phial) contains vaccine for three swine. The 
vaccine is useless in animals already under the in- 
fluence of the disease. Inoculation is performed in- 
side the thigh with antiseptic precautions. The tube 
must be well shaken before contents are used. ‘Ten 
days after inoculation the animals are proof against 
the disease. Where the plague occurs in a very 
virulent form a second inoculation is recommended 
five days after the first. The price of a dose is 25 
entimes (about 24d.) The vaccine will be sent on 
application to Prof. Perroncito, Rue de Nice 52, Turin. 
Carriage extra. 


Umeinicaa Hernia A Horse. 
From Prof. N. Lanzmorri’s Clinique. 


The horse had been bought on condition that the 
existing hernia should be removed. The owner en- 
trusted the treatment to Lanzilotti. 

The hernia was of the size of a small potato, pain- 
less, firm to the touch, and irreducible. Examina- 
tion did not show that the navel ring was open. On 
June 23rd the horse was cast and fixed on its back. 
In this position the hernia was stiJl irreducible. 
Therefore under antiseptic precautions the hernial 
8&¢ was opened in the direction of the linea alba. The 
skin was greatly thickened and filled with a portion 
of the omentum. A thick probe could scarcely be 
admitted into the umbilical opening. Metal clams 
Were placed on the base of the sac, close up to the 
belly, and doubly sutured underneath. The clams 

ll off on July 1st and left a perfectly even wound 

nd, which was covered with a paste. The horse 
Was sent away on the 6th of July. The wound was 
Pag healing and was covered with astringent 


Twist oF THE StomacH IN A Doe. 
By Watumann, of Erfurt. 


Recently I had the opportunity of establishing the 
‘existence of a twist of the stomach in a six-year-old 
dog. This condition is, to my knowledge, only de- 
scribed once in veterinary literature, viz., by Prof. 
Kitt, in No. 1 of Vol. VI. der Monatshefte fur prac- 
tische Thierheilkunde. 

The animal was taken ill rather suddenly with 
symptoms of great flatulence and pain, and died in 
about three hours, shortly before my arrival. About 
an hour before his death the dog had strained and 
gulped feebly. The visible mucous membranes were 
extraordinarily pale. The condition I found just as 
Prof. Kitt describes (pyloric portion in left hypo- 
chondriac region, great curvation to the right). The 
stomach was greatly distended and dark red, the 
spleen enormously enlarged and dark red, the ceso- 
phagus half twisted at its entrance into the stomach. 

The owner suspected poison, and the contents of 
bowel and stomach were analysed for strychnine, 
phosphorus, arsenic, sorrel salt etc., with negative 
results. 


ExtigpaTION OF THE CLITORIS. 


Cadiot has observed that ovariotomy only effects a 
cure in about one-third of the cases of nymphomania, 
in the remaining cases total failure results as often as 
improvement. Extirpation of the clitoris may often 
effect a cure in these cases. Indeed the cure of 
nymphomania should be solely tested by extirpation 
of the clitoris, and subsequently if this fails fall back 
on ovariotomy. 

The operation of clitoridectomy is performed as 
follows :—Right and left of the clitoris two curved 
incisions are made, and then the clitoris is removed 
with knife and scissors. The bleeding can be stop- 
ped by actual cautery. This operation possesses the 
advantage that the cow after it is still available for 
breeding purposes. Nocard opines that the removal 
of the clitoris can only be of value if the cause of 
nymphomania does not depend on changes in the 
ovary itself.— Berliner Thierdrztliche Wochenschrift. 


On tHE TREATMENT oF TETANUS IN THE HorsE WITH 
Tetanus ANTITOXIN. 
By Dr. Vocet, VeTertnary SurGEoN. 


On September 15th, a horse was; brought to me, 
being very lame on the near hind leg. On examina- 
tion I found punctured wound of the foot, from which 
bad smelling pus issued. 

It was treated with creolin and improved so much 
a after two days it was shod again and sent to 
work, 

On September 24th, it was brought to me again as 
it had not eaten anything for about two days, and 
would not travel wellin the cart. Under the point of 
the tongue I found a partially unhealed sore, in the 
depth of which a little bit of fodder was sticking, 
which I withdrew. 

I will not give a close description of well-known 
symptoms of tetanus, suffice it to say the illness was 
long continued, ran a slow course, pulse and breath- 


ing tranquil and of normal frequency. The incisors 
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which at the first bringing of the horse could be still 
opened about four c.m., gradually became more 
closed, but the horse still moved his tongue and could 
swallow a little food, (oats and sloppy bran). 

Dr. Vogel goes on to say he applied for some 
Tetanus Antitoxin. Herr Kasper came and injected 
subcutaneously (on September 29th, at 5.30-p.m.) on 
the left side of the neck, 100g.—10g. of the dried 
preparation, and although 10g. of the preparation 
were lost during administration, Herr Kasper declared 
what was injected was enough, and expressed the 
opinion that any resulting improvement would be 
striking and quick, but on account of the long dura- 
tion of the illness, improvement and restoration to 
health might be precluded. Chloral and nutritive 
clysters were administered by Dr. Vogel. The horse 
wavered, one day better and another day worse, and 
finally died in slings, on October 3rd.— Berliner 
Thiertrztliche Wochenschrift. 


In Berliner Thierirzliche Wochenschrift, January 
28th, 1897, appears summary of cases of Tetanus 
treated by Antitoxin, with remarks thereon. 

1. Siedamgrotzky treated a mild case, and on the 
sixth day tetanic spasms and excitement abated, and 
liveliness returned. On December 8th, symptoms had 
almost disappeared, and on December 12th the horse 
could again be ridden.—Deutscher Thierarztl. Wochr. 

u. Bens treated a case after symptoms had shown 
themselves four days. Next day disturbance and 
excitement less and muscles less rigid. In three 
weeks horse was sent back to work. This was a mild 
case. 

i. Herr Kasper, assistant ‘veterinary surgeon to 
Herr Behring, gives accounts of cases treated by him 
in October and November. Also in these cases 
Tetanus Antitoxin early employed was favourable, but 


‘it cannot be too strongly impressed that in a disease 


showing 80°85 per cent of a mortality, an infallible 
cure cannot be expected. 

Remarks abridged.—Behring lays great stress on 
the early employment of the antitoxin. 

In the neighbourhood of Frankfort where tetanus is 
common, Herr Kasper had many opportunities of 
treating cases immediately on the appearance of the 
first symptoms. Such are the most favourable. No 
striking improvement usually takes place until 48 
hours after injection. Veterinary surgeons should 
lose no time in advising employment of the injection, 
and can keep it at hand, as in the dry state the pre- 
paration remains efficacious any length of time. 

Where the disease assumes a rapid course (a horse 
all right at night, next morning showing marked 
trismus and in the evening dead) the application of 
antitoxin is not much use. 

Prognosis is all the more favourable the slower the 
muscles become affected. 

Slings placed loosely under the animal, so as not to 
interfere with the breathing, are recommended. Pulse 
and temperature not of much account ; laboured and 
accelerated breathing, on the other hand, serious. 

As convalescence occures (Dieckerhoff, Friedberger 
and Fréhner 8 to 4-6 weeks) employment of antitoxin 
hastens recovery. Threatened appearances of trismus 
have in all cases abated within ten days after the in- 


jection.’ The dose of the injection is 5g. dissolved 
in 45 c.m. of sterilized water.— Berliner Thierarztliche 


Wochenschrift. 


A rurtHER Tetanus Cure with Teranus ANtrToxIn, 


BY Herr Bucurucker, VETERINARY SURGEON. 
(Abridged). 


The following case may arouse further interest in 
the Tetanus Antitoxin cure, especially as severe symp- 


toms of tetanus had been present for a week : 


On December 7th, I was called to see a horse, and 
was told by the owner that on December 5th it had 
been roughly treated, and since that day had eaten 
badly, and since December 6th would not eat up its. 


oats and hay. 

Subject—A brown 6 year old good looking Belgian 
mare. Head elevated, neck stretched out, and legs 
spread wide, nostrils fixed widely dilated, muscles of 
head, neck, and croup hard and tense. Animal could 
only be brought slowly out of the stall, with the 
limbs bent as little as possible and great show of 
timidity. Incisors could only be opened with trouble 
about two cm., and out of the mouth a quantity of tena- 
cious offensive saliva escaped. Hay and oats when 


taken fell out of her mouth again, although a little - 


sloppy food could be swallowed. Herr Buchrucker goes 
on to say that he gave 25g. doses of chloral hydrate in 
clysters, and only came into possession of the anti- 
toxin a week after the appearance of illness, when all 
the symptoms were agravated and a very unfavourable 
prognosis given. 

On December 11th, tet. antitox. was injected. 

On December 12th, there was an improvement. 
Mare moving over more easily, laying her ears back 
and breathing quieter. 

December 13th.—Limbs moving better, no saliva 
coming from mouth: 

December 14th.—Incisors could be opened four 
em. Muscles of neck and hind parts softer and 
animal able to kick. Muscles of head had not altered 
nor masticatory muscles, so that patient was still only 
able to take sloppy food. 

These conditions continued till December 17th, 
when trismus increased and we resolved on a second 
5g. injection. After this a striking improvement 
took place. 

On December 20th, animal took long hay. 

On December 22nd, a slice of bread. 

On December 28rd, more hay. After this horse 
was led out each. day. 

On December 29th she was declared fit for work. 

Buchrucker concludes by saying that in his opiio? 
one 5g. dose of the injection is not enough if symp- 
toms of tetanus have been in evidence some days, 

a second injection is advisable.—Berliner Thierar+ 


liche Wochenschrift. 
G. Mayann, M.R.C.V.S.—Trans. 


One Saturday morning recently the Swindon mail - 
arrived at the post office driverless, and it was at pore 
sumed that some accident had happened. While the aoe 
went into the post-office at the village of Aldbourne.t0 
the mail bags the horse started off and ran the — port 
into Hungerford, delivering the mails in safety at t ~ half 
office. The man arrived in another conveyance #b0 


an hour afterwards. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES, 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting was held at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, Red Lion Square, 
Bloomsbury, on Thursday night the 4th inst. Lieut.- 
Col. Kettle, the president, occupied the chair, and the 
other members present were :—Messrs. W. F. Barrett, 
A. L. Butters, H.W. Caton, Matthew Clark, Vet.-Major 
Durrant, A.V.D.; A. E. Gostling, H. Gray, Vet.-Capt. 
Haslam, A.V.D.; A. ao Prof. Hobday, W. Hunting, 
J. S. Hurndall, F. W. Kendall, Hugh A. MacCormack, 
J. Maequeen, F. C. Mahon (hon. sec.), Vet.-Capt. J. 
Nunn, A.V.D.; Prof. J. Penberthy, W. Perryman, A. 
Prudames, C. J. Reakes, W. Reekie, A. Rogerson, W. 
Roots, J. Rowe, F. Samson, pe Singleton, W. E. 
Taylor, G. Upton, F. W. Wragg; also as visitors, Messrs. 
Geo. Balcher, A. F. Berry, A. W. Brown, M. J. Carroll, 
a Evans, M. Godart, P. F. Harris, J. Moore, J. 
H. Shepherd. 

On the motion of Mr. PrupAMEs, seconded by Mr. 
REEKIE, the minutes of the preceding meeting were 
taken as read, and were confirmed. Letters, expressive 
of the writers’ regret at their inability to attend had been 
received from Mr. J. R. Cox., Mr. H. G. Rogers, Mr. 
J. A. W. Dollar, and Mr. A. Wheatley, of Reading. 


Motor Cars AND PuBLic SaFrety. 


Mr. MaHon next read a letter he had received from 
the Roads Safety Association, mentioning the steps 
which that body had taken in safeguarding the interests 
of ordinary vehicular traffic and the protection which 

been secured such traffic by the Motor Car Act. It 
was asked that the Central Veterinary Medical Society 
should contribute towards defraying the expenses the 
lation named had incurred. 

In reply to Professor Penberthy, the Hon. SECRETARY 
said that this Association had not applied before they 
expended this money, but that this was the first com- 
munication. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : It is rather strange on their part 
then, after they have got into debt to ask us aa 
them out of it. 

On the motion of Mr. BARRETT, seconded by Mr. 
Samson, the Hon. Secretary was directed to formally 
acknowledge the receipt of the communication. 


NOMINATIONS. 


. Lieut. J ohn Moore, A.V.D., Woolwich, was nominated 

4 the President and other members of the Society. 
r. L, Savournin, M.R.C.V.S., Long Lane, Smithfield, 
C., was similarly nominated. 


FINANCE. 


Mr. W. HUNTING moved the adoption of the following 
jcommendation from the Council: “That the trustees 
the nae to withdraw the monies of the Society from 

oe Pampe account, and purchase £100 worth of consols, 
Ing the balance to the Honorary Treasurer.” Mr. 

Unting said: I would rather now simply make this 
pro < — and reserve my right of reply. 

Me rela seconded the motion in the absence of 

who was from attending by 

tion of illness and who seconded the recommen- 
= z Council. This motion was carried nem con. 

LUNTING then moved, and Mr. BARRETT seconded, 


the adoption of the subjoined recommendation of the 
Council: “That the Treasurer be instructed to open 
with his bankers a separate account, in the name of the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society, immediately on 
receipt of the balance from the trustees.” 

Mr. Hurnpatt: I do not suppose that any opinion of 
mine will have any weight with this meeting, but, 
nevertheless, I cannot allow this motion to pass without 
expressing my disapproval of it. The course it recom- 
mends would, no doubt, be a proper and business-like 
procedure were this Society newly started, or being 
regenerated, or were a fresh treasurer about to be 
appointed. But it is important to bear in mind that 
Me Rowe, our honorary treasurer, has been in office a 
number of years and is a trusted official of this Society. 
(Hear, hear). Everything has been perfectly plain and 
straightforward on his part hitherto, and I maintain that 
this proposed change practically amounts to an insult to 
him. It is like giving Mr. Rowe a slap in the face and I 
do not know whether he is christian enough to present 
the other cheek. 

Mr. Barrett: May I say in reply to Mr. Hurndall 
that I do not think we need have the least fear of Mr. 
Rowe taking offence. When the matter was under the 
consideration of the Council Mr. Rowe was asked if he 
had any objection to a motion of this kind. He distinctly 
said “no,” and that if it were the wish of the Society to 
have a separate banking acconnt he would readily 
acquiesce in their desire and loyally carry it out. Mr. 
Rowe was assured that, in suggesting this change, the 
Council had not the slightest wish to throw any slur 
upon the Treasurer in regard to the way in which the 
money had previously been banked. 

Mr. Huntrne : I should like to dissociate myself from 
any idea of the kind suggested by Mr. Hurndall. If he 
had been at the Council meeting he would not have 
thought that any insult was implied in this recom- 
mendation. I am sure that no man at the Council 
failed to regard Mr. Rowe as a trusted servant of this 
Society and entertained towards him feelings of friend- 
ship quite as warm as those expressed by Mr. Hurndall. 
I should like to withdraw the word servant in relation to 
Mr. Rowe and substitute the words “trusted friend.’ 
—(Hear, hear). 

he resolution was then carried unanimously. 

Mr. Rowe: There is very little I wish to say. If it 
be the wish of the Society, as the resolution declares it 
is, that there should be a separate banking account I am, 


» | of course, bound in honour to fall in with your views. 


It has been most convenient and easy for me to pass 
everything through my own banking account, but as 
that does not seem to have been satisfactory, I tell you 
candidly as man to man and friend to friend that I do 
not take the least personal objection to the alteration 
desired. (Hear, hear.) It was simple and easy for me to 

ss cheques received from you into my banking account. 
They were all marked “ V.S.” in red ink. Of course | 
know you do not imagine for a moment that I should 
lose my credit amongst you for the sake of £80. (Hear, 
hear.) I need hardly remind you that I assisted in the 
formation of this Society some twenty-eight years ago 
that I helped to frame its rules, and that I have held all 
the honorary offices at its disposal. Having been your 
president and the recipient of a testimonial from you— 
not paid for out of the funds of the Society—on the 
occasion of my marriage in 1876, I think I may fairly 
claim to have won and t» retain your confidence and 
esteem. (Applause.) I thank Mr. Hurnda!l for his 
kind expressions towards myself which, I know, come 
from his heart. In making the alteration you have 
decided upon I quite realise that times change and bring 
with them what may be considered improved methods. 


———_ the alteration will give me somewhat more 


work, I readily acquiesce in your decision. (Hear, hear.) 


| 
| | 
| 
in : 
| 
d | 
ad 
en | 
ite | 
an | 
gs 
of 
ald 
he 
of 
ble | 
| 
en | 
0es 
in | 
ati- 
all 
ble | 
nt. | | 
ack 
| | | 
our 
and 
red 
nly | 
ith, | 
ond 
ent 
| 
| 
k. | 
10D 
mp- 3 | 
and | 
cart | 
as- 
iver | 
eave 
| 


~ 


452 


THE VETERINARY RECORD February 20, 1897 


SOME NOTES ON THE OPERATION OF 
CASTRATION. 
By Vet.-Capt. J. A. Nunn, C.I.E., D.S.O., A.V.D. 


I must apologise for bringing such a worn and thread- 
bare subject before this meeting, but my reason is that 
there is no operation that is performed in a greater 
number of ways and about which there isa greater 
diversity of opinion, each operator being in favour of his 


own method. Nevertheless as far as I am aware there is I 


no published expression of opinion which is the most 
generally adopted plan in the British Isles, and it is with 
the object of causing a discussion on the subject, and a 
ventilation of the views of the members of this Society 
on the matter, that I have ventured to bring this paper 
forward. 

I shall endeavour to divide the various methods I 
know of operating into two classes, viz., 1st.: those in 
which a wound or incision is made into the scrotum 
with a cutting or other instrument ; 2nd, those in which 
the integuments are left wholly or partially intact. 

With the ordinary claimed methods and with the 
means of restraint, preliminaries, and toilet of the parts 
I shall not weary you, gentlemen, with details of matters 
that you probably know more about than I do, but with 
one or two plans of operating that I have seen in far off 

rts of the world, and of which I am unable to find 

escriptions in any of the standard text-books. I shall 
crave your indulgence if I enter a little more into detail. 
Neither will I advocate any one method in particular, 
that being the result that I venture to hope the members 
of this Society will do for me, and which is the raison 
d@etre of this paper. All I will do will be to put forth 
what appears to me to be the advantages and drawbacks 
of each particular plan and in which I hope to be cor- 
rected more experienced practitioners than I am. 
Nearly all the ways of operating described I have either 
performed myself or witnessed, done either experimen- 
tally or in actual practice, as at one period of my life I 
had the advan of a large surgical practice in which 
I had a free hand, there being no one to interfere with 


me or complain about results if they went wrong. 


OPERATION WITH OPENING INTO THE SCROTUM. 


The operation accompanied with an opening into the 
scrotum I will sub-divide into three : 1st, that in which 
there is a large free incision ; 2nd, that in which there is 
only a small incision ; 3rd, that in which an opening is 
made by other means than the knife. I myself prefer, 
if possible, to operate with the animal under an anesthe- 
tic. The advantages of this, otherwise than on the score 
of humanity, are that it keeps him still. The cremaster 
muscle is relaxed and the testicle is early discovered 
without having to search for, and draw it down as is 
the case when it is retracted if the animal is not under 
an-anzsthetic, and this of itself saves a great amount of 
bodily fatigue and exertion to the operator, which is a 
matter to be considered when a large number of opera- 
tions have to be performed in a short space of time in a 
hot climate. The drawbacks to the use of anesthetics 
are that it takes time, and more or less trained assistants 
are required. There is also the danger of a mishap, 
and it is reported that dangerous secondary hemorrhage 
may take place from its use. It is perhaps foreign to 
the scope of this paper, but I cannot help saying that 
although I have administered chloroform to some 
thousands of animals for one purpose or another I can- 
not call to mind more than one or two fatal cases from 
its use. Neither have I ever had a case of secondary 
hemorrhage that I could attribute to it, but as my ex- 
perience has chiefly been in hot climates this may have 
something to say to it, but on this point I hope to be 
enlightened before the close of the evening. The incision 


into the scrotal sac may be made with either a scalpel, 
bistoury, or castrating knife. I prefer the castrati 
knife as it is easier handled than either of the others, 
The disadvantage of it is that a special knife is required, 
but the instrument is so small and cheap that this 
is hardly worth considering. The advantages of an 
ordinary scalpel are that it can be used for other pur- 
poses, and being fixed in the handle is not likely to close 
on the operator’s hand—as both the knife or bistoury 
might do if not furnished with a French catch—by the 
struggles of the patient if an anesthetic is not employed. 
t is also easily cleaned, and if desired sterilized, par- 
ticularly if the blade and handle are of metal forged in 
one, as most modern instruments are. The disadvan 

of it are that it is not so easy to handle as the castrating 
knife. The bistoury I do not see any advantage i 
although it is used on the Continent and suedenmnened 
by many foreign authors. An ordinary concave bistoury, 
such as is supplied with most pocket cases, is a some- 
what clumsy instrument at the best of times to my 
mind for this purpose, and a centre one is more or less 
a speciality and not usually employed in every day prac- 
tice. From its length it is more likely to close on the 
hand of the operator than the castrating knife, unless it 
has a French catch, and it is not so easily cleaned asa 
scalpel. A point I would bring to your notice that 
appears to have been overlooked in many text-books is 


that it is better to make the incision as close to the . 


raphe as possible. The wound does not gape so much, 
and to me there appears to be better drainage. 


Division oF Corp. 


The scrotum being opened the cord may be divided 
and the testicle removed by incision with the knife, by 
the hot iron, by scraping, by torsion, by the ecraseur, 
or emasculator, or strangulated and BR ther to slough 
off by the ligature or wooden clams. 


SECURING OpeN Mourns or ARTERY. 


Where the cord has been divided by the knife the 
open mouths of the arteries have to be closed. This may 
be done (1) by ene the cut ends of the vessels ; (2) 
by cauterizing them with a hot iron ; (3) by twisting 
them with a pair of artery torsion forceps. In all three 
methods it is usual only to close the spermatic artery, 
but I usually close the cremaster also. I do not think it 
is absolutely necessary to do so, and I have never seen 
any mischief follow from leaving it open, but all the 
same I have seen a good deal of hemorrhage from It 
which frightens people, especially if the patient is of # 
grey or white colour, which so many animals in the East 
are. In warm climates, where the flies are a curse not 
understood here, it is important to keep any wound as 
clean and free from clots as ible, also to prevent any 
oozing of blood which would attract them, and on this 
account I always close both the cremaster and spermatl¢ 
arteries. I prefer carbolized catgut or kangaroo tendon 
for a ligature, but I have also used silk and hemp. 2° 
reason [ prefer catgut or tendon is that it is absor 
which silk or hemp is not, and I have had the scrota 
wound remain open for a considerable time longer t 
necessary before the silk or oo ligature came oy 
Some operators ligature the whole cord en masse, U : 
think this is objectionable as a larger slough has to pe 
place if silk or hemp is used than if the arteries | 
are taken up, and the cut end of the nerve being v the 
ded it must be very painful. The advantages i 
ligature are that it is as quick and much more ‘ 
than any other method, and there is less blood “ “ 
in the scrotum to form clots, and therefore it allows os 
operation wound to close at once. ‘he disadvantage of 
that secondary hemorrhage may take place fe bat 
through the ligature slipping or when it along hes 
in my own practice I have never had an acciaen 
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sort take place. It is said that scirrhous cord is more | best is Paquelin’s, but the drawback is that the instru- 
likely to supervene after ligatures are used. This may | ment is somewhat expensive, and in foreign countries- 


haps be the case, and I have been lucky, but all I can | there is a difficulty in getting the Benzoline to work 
y is that I have employed it in a number of cases with- | with it. 
out any such complication, and I cannot help thinking TWISTING. 


that one of the reasons of such eeroneney ‘er iS} Securing the arteries by twisting consists in taking the 
that surgical cleanliness has not been observed. I can | cyt ends up in the jaws of a pair of artery torsion forceps. 


quite imagine if any piece of silk or hemp picked out of | ang twisting them round five or six times. The advan- 
a box is used, that such an amount of irritation is set up | tages of this plan are that it is done very quickly and with 
in the end of the cord, that a fungoid growth takes place, | very Jittle trouble. The disadvantages are that it is not 
particularly when the whole of it, together with the | quite safe, : articularly in old animals, and I have discon- 
nerve is included, and a non-~vbsorbable material that | tinued using it, as 1 have have had several bad cases of 


acts more or less as an irritant remains in the wound. | secondary hemorrhage, necessitating the application of 


Ligature of the artery after removal of the gland with | , }; . : 
the knife is the method by which the operation is per- 0 
formed in the human being, and as far as I am aware | : Division or Corp.—EcrAsEuR. 
scirrhous cord such as is met with in veterinary practice | 
is unknown. This operation is much more commonly | 
rformed in human surgery than formerly, being now 
argely used for the relief of enlarged prostate glands in 
aged persons, and had scirrhous cord been a common 
complication notice would have been taken of it in the 


The plan of removing the testicle by the ecraseur is. 
one that was originally employed on the continent. The 
instrument first used being the chain de Chassanac, which 
worked with a ratchet, but which has been modified into 
the present pattern with a screw action. The advantage 
medical periodicals. of this instrument is that it is simple and speedy. The 

A good method of securing the artery is to tie a knot disadvantages are, that secondary hemorrhage is likely 
in the vessel itself. I have not been able to find a de- | to take place, and the chain is somewhat troublesome to: 
scription of this in any of the standard text-books that I | keep clean. Also that there is more sloughing likely to 
have access to, and I will therefore trespass on your | téke place from the crushed end of the cord that a clean 
patience if I enter a little into detail. The animal is | incision with a knife. Ihave had serious hemorrhage 
thrown, secured, the incision made, and the testicle ex- | #fter operating with the ecraseur, and I am inclined to 
posed in the usual way. A eee ge incision is | think that one of the causes was the chain being too 
made into the sheath of the cord, and the spermatic sharply bent on the cord, two of the links being bent at 
artery which, as you are aware is very tortuous, exposed, | 2U¢le instead of three coming into play, each atia tangent 
a blunt hook or needle passed underneath, and it is lifted | t© the circumference, so as to form three sides of a square, 
out of its bed. A couple of inches or soare exposed and at the loop, instead of only two at an acute angle. Why 
drawn out, which is easily accomplished by a few strokes this arrangement of the chain should be necessary I am 
of the knife and the hook, The artery is then divided | Unable to say, but since I have adopted it I have not had 
at the lower exposed portion so that an inch or so is left bad results. I need hardly say that the chain should be 
free, in which a knot is simply tied as if it were a piece tightened very slowly. as it is well known that if the 
of string, the cord is then divided and the testicle is re- | tty 18 divided too quickly it will not be closed. The: 
moved. I have operated in this manner a considerable | ‘ifficulty in properly cleaning the chain is no doubt a 
number of times and never had any bad results from | 4t@wback to the instrument, but with a little care this 
secondary hemorrhage. The advantages of this plan | °@” be easily overcome. The plan I adopted with it was 
tome to be that there is no foreign substance | sible. 
of a : : ssible, and scrub it well with a clean nail brush in ho 

ny sortin the wound. The vessel is absolutely closed, soap an q water, in which a little sola had beer dissolv od, 

antiseptic precautions are taken with the operator's | refully picking out any pieces of tissue that had been 

hands and the instruments surgical cleanliness pieewed. caught in the links. It was then boiled in a solution of 

Another advantage is that in out of the way places no | 80d and water for about twenty minutes, and transferred 

clams or special instruments are required, a scalpel with | © 2 1 in 20 solution of carbolic acid for some hours, or 
i 


&@ proper : weferably all night, then wiped dry with a clean piece of 
being all lint and covered with vaseline and put away. When 
oe used again it was soaked in spirit, boiled in the soda 
CAUTERY. solution, and transferred to the carbolic acid, where it 
The method of searing the cut ends of the vessel | was left for at least half-an-hour before being used. 
with the actual cautery, is so well known that I shall not The same plan was adopted with all other instruments. 
describe it, beyond mentioning that as it is only necessary ilies ’ 
to touch the open arteries. I fail to see the use of , ; ae ee. ; 
cauterising the whole cut surface of the cord, and if this _ The Torsion operation is also of French origin. It is 
plan is euplayed a pointed or budding iron applied to | the method I chiefly employ myself, whether rightly or 
the cut end of the artery isenough. There is no occasion | wrongly I do not know, but as I have said, every operator 
to apply a flat iron over the whole surface as I have seen | has his own pet way and thisis mine. It is the way that 
ae. I instructed the native students I had under me during 
I cannot, however, help thinking that the hot iron is a the time I was Principal of the Lahore Veterinary 
somewhat barbarous weapon, and has too much of thedark | College, as from my ee it is the safest way in 
days of the quack farrier and gelder about it, and that the | which the operation can be performed by non-professional 
Sooner it is abolished the better. It, no doubt, has certain | persons. One of the chief duties of these natives was the 
vantages, being quickly and easily used, and not very | castration of the colts of native breeders, and I found that 
much surgical skill being required. It also must be for | fewer accidents and casualties happened when this plan 
the time being, at all events, sterile and clean, but there | was adopted than by any other. e advantage I found 
18 bound to 4 a certain amount of sloughing, that I | was that the forceps and clamps could be made by any 
mnet help thinking counterbalances these advantages. | intelligent native smith in India at a very small cost. 
th e drawbacks to its use are, that in some situations | They were not easily broken and could be cleaned with- 
re 1s a difficulty in getting a fire hot enough or near | out much trouble. The disadvantage is that the instru- 
enough at hand to heat it, but this can be overcome by | ments are somewhat bulky to carry. Some years ago to 
using any of the thermo-cauteries now sold. I think the | obviate this I made a clamp (a modification of M. u- 


there is no bleeding and no clot forms, and if proper 
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fils) and forceps combined in one, that folded up into a 
case, and which could be carried in the pocket. The 
twist of the forceps taking place at a fixed distance from 
the clamp prevented any ~ ing on the cord. The 
ordinary castrating clamps sold by instrument makers 
answer the pape well enough, if the small shoulder 
at the end of the roughened edge is filed off, so that they 
come into close apposition, but as made they are danger- 
ous, for unless the edges meet closely together and the 
cord is ripped tight, the twist imparted by the forceps 
is likely to be continued beyond the clamp, up into the 
inguinal canal or even into the abdomen. This not only 
causes a large amount of bruised tissue, which it is de- 
sirable to avoid, but lengthens the operation. Half-a- 
dozen revolutions of the forceps being enough if the cord 
is held tight, whereas a great number more are required 
if it is loose. On this account I use any of the ground 
clamps sold, such as Borgnirz, Wallis Hoare’s, or even 
the human hemorrhoid clamps, if nothing else is at hand, 
the only objection being that the grooves are liable to 
collect dirt and require careful cleaning. If the ordinary 
castrating clamps are used they should be reversed, 
with the concave side next the skin, the convex out- 
wards. The reason of this is that the forceps come much 
nearer to them, and a shorter grip is taken of the cord, 
which is not so likely to be spun out into a long thread, 
which is likely to take place if a long portion between 
the forceps and clamp has to be twisted. 


SCRAPING. 


This method is commonly used in South Africa, 
especially by the Dutch Farmers in the Orange Free 
State and Transvaal. It is also used by the Brinjaries, 
or wandering Gypsie tribes of Central India, with 
bullocks. These people being outcasts, and having no 
religious prejudices about inflicting a wound on the sacred 
animal like the high caste Hindus have. It is also used 
y the Mohamedan camel breeders of the Bikanur and 
undmere deserts, and the southern parts of the Punjab, 
when it is necessary to operate on the camel, which in 
farming, I may say, is seldom done. In Kashmere and 
the Himalayan Hill districts it is the way by which rams 
and goats are castrated. The scrotum is opened and the 
testicle is exposed in the usual manner. amt mee an 
assistant holds the-cord a few inches above the testicle, 
the operator holding the gland, but more frequently this 
is ry ee with, the operator drawing the testicle and 
cord forcibly out of the scrotum, while with the right 
he holds a blunt knife transversly across the cord, 
rubbing it 7 and down till frayed through. The opera- 
tion looks barbarous enough, and one would think 
admirably calculated to promote peritonitis, but although 
I have carefully inquired, in both India and the Colonies, 
I could not hear that any such result was feared. If it 
had, the —— are that it would have been dis- 
continued. oy the reason that bad effects did not 
take place, is the fact that in all the countries where I 
have witnessed this mode of operating, the climate has 
been exceedingly dry, the country itself high lying and the 
atmosphere rarified. Howthisplan wouldanswer inamoist 
climate like the British Isles, I cannot say, but perhaps 
some member of the Society may be able to inform us. 
In India the period of convalescence in the ox when 
operated on in this way is certainly very short, and as it 
is impossible to overcome the prejudices of the oriental, 
who will not have anything new, I taught the students 
at the Lahore Veterinary College a modification of the 
plan of scraping, which was to divide the cord with a 
saw made on the model of human metacarpal saw, or 
those folding ones with cross cut teeth that are con- 
pocket knives. plan appeared to answer 
r than scra and is now largel i i 

ping, gely practised in 


EMASCULATOR. 


This plan of operating I have had less experience with 
than any other. It appears to me to be a combination of 
the ecraseur and scraping. The instrument I used was one 
made in the shape of a pair of bone forceps, witha maleand 
female blade, the former convex the latter concave, but | 
there are other patterns in the market. The process 
seems to be very simple and not much surgical skill re- 
= but if — without an anesthetic is painful. 

he few cases I have operated on by this means did well, 
but, as I have said, I have not had sufficient experience 
to be able to give any opinion as to its advantages or 
disadvantages. 

CAUTERY. 


In former times, a hot sharp firing iron, such as is used 
in line firing, was employed both to open the scrotum 
and sever the cord, but myself I have given up the 

ractice long ago. In the first place it is, to say the 
east of it, a somewhat barbarous procedure, and in hot 
countries I have found it exceedingly likely to give rise 
to peritonitis. In the hands of lt ee persons, 
with whom lately I have had largely to deal, I have seen 
some bad cases of burns of the skin round the scrotum, 
from carelessness or forgetting to place any protective | 
material over the part, as when I have operated in this | 
way, I have found it necessary to place a folded cloth | 
such as a duster, dipped in a solution of carbolic acid, 
or phenol on each side of the scrotum, to protect the skin: | 
from the heat of the iron. Opening the scrotum with a 
hot iron instead of a knife has, I believe, happily gone 4 
out of use, but it was said that the object of its employ- 


1 
ment was that the wound made did not heal up » q 
quickly, and that when the cord was also divided [im ; 
by the cautery, pus was not so likely to accumulate. J 
This doubtless was the case, but there are better ways of 2 
keeping it open if necessary, and myself I fail to see a 4 
single argument in favour of this plan. : 
LIGATURE AND CLAMPS. 
The method of strangulating the vessels, either by a ; cc 
ligature round the whole cord or a wooden clamp draw 3 
tight and allowing the testicle to either slough ofo [i 
itself, or removing it with a knife after the lapse of some ? 
hours, is one that some years ago was much in vogue, but J pe 
which I am not in favour of. In the radical operation ‘ co 
for the relief of inguinal or scrotal hernia, no doubt th wi 
clams and covered operation are the only means we i up 
a 30 of preventing descent of the intestine after J Th 
uction, but my experience even in such cases is that HR cle 


with due care they are not invariably required. Both me but 
ligature and clamps must cause a good Pe of pain and fy 


disturbance, and I have seen high surgical fever produced #mme the 
by them. 1 onl operated once with the clamps 1? BRM asa 
normal case in India in my early days in that countly, Bim 1s t 
and a more distressing and disgusting sight I have seldom and 
witnessed. Flies were attracted in thousands, and wert test 
impossible to keep off. High surgical fever set 0, they 
exposed glands became fly + ake and the animal fidgeted at tl 
and distressed beyond belief, and in the end I had® min 
cut him a second time and remove the testicles wi? of th 
knife. oblit 

OPERATION WITH A SMALL INCISION. skin 


There are only two ways of operating by a small it 
cision and leaving the atrcphied and useless gland 2 
sac. In the first an incision about an inch or an 
and a half long is made through the skin into the sero 
so that about an inch of the cord is ex ade 
In order to do this the incision is made not sett 
raphe at the fundus of the scrotum, but longitu i 
over the cord, about half way up it. The incision be 
made a blunt hook is passed into it round the cord 
about an inch of it drawn out through the 
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wound, and brought to view. The covering of the cord 
is then incised, and the artery and duct exposed. A cat- 
t ligature being passed round both, so as to occlude 


fall back and the lips of the scrotal wound brought to- 
gether by a few sutures. The advantage of this method 
is that » es isa very small wound that requires very 
little after attention or dressing, which is not the case 
when there is a free incision made ; neither is there any 
discharge to attract flies. I have operated by this method 
while on active service, onanimals standing out in the open 
without any proper protection or means of keeping the 
flies off in hot climates ; and there has been little or no 
systematic disturbance beyond slight swelling, the patient 
being able to do his daily march with the army, and the 

rocreative powers were completely destroyed. The 

isadvantages of this plan are that there is a certain 
amount of stiffness that takes a somewhat longer time to 
subside than by other methods, but perhaps this was due 
to the surroundings of the patient on active service in 
the field. There might also be a dispute if the animal 
was ever sold as a gelding, the atrophied gland remaining, 
and there being no cicatrix along the broad margin of the 
scrotum. Such a dispute is, if my memory serves me 
right, mentioned by M. Cadeac in his work on forensic 
veterinary medicine, but it could only take place among 
laymen who were ignorant of this way of operating. The 
second plan is to make the incision and expose the cord 
in the same way. The arteries are then tied with two 
ligatures a little distance apart, and the whole mass of 
the cord divided between them, the testicle remaining in 
the scrotum. I have operated in this way and I believe 
it is used on parts of the continent, but I fail to see any 
advantage over ligaturing the artery and duct. 


OPERATION WITHOUT OPENING THE ScroTaL Sac. 


The ways of operating without opening the scrotal sac 
are by mulling, crushing, and bistournage, and by that 
in which a partial incision is made in its walls by the 
covered operation. 


MULLING AND CRUSHING. 


I am not aware that mulling or crushing are ever 
performed in Europe, but in India and the East are the 
common native methods the first with horses, the second 
with bullocks. The animal is thrown and fixed with the 
aad hind limbs drawn forward in the usual manner. 
The penis is drawn from the sheath, carefully washed 
cleaned, and lubricated with some emollient, clarified 
butter, or ghee being generally used. The testicle is 


the cremaster muscle is tired out and retraction ceases, 
as an anesthetic is never employed. When the muscle 
Is tired out the cord is grasped in the two fore fingers 
énd thumb of the left hand, the right still holding the 
— and kneaded between them at the same time as 
‘ ry Sage rubbed up and down on it, tightly squeezing it 
at the same time. This process lasts for about twenty 
~ yy or half an hour for each testicle, and at the end 
obi is time both artery and duct are so bruised as to be 

Iterated, and the gland eo During the pro- 


cess the scrotum is kept : 
skin being abraded. ept well lubricated to prevent the 


CRUSHING. 
me reshing, as far as I know, is only used with bullocks. 


lon lows are given with a heavy stick about 18 inches 
Fel out of hard wood with a knob at the end 

i Ing like a life preserver, and the testicle smashed 
Arpens Some operators afterwards manipulate the 
80 as to disintegrate it, but the majority leave it 


alone. No doubt these are primitive and crude methods, 
and both are painful in the extreme, mulling taking a 
long time and the crushing putting one’s teeth on edge 
to watch, but all the same in the countries where they 


are used there is something to be said in their favour,. 


when the operator is a native, and the operation per- 
formed in an Indian village. The flies attracted by an 


open wound are a pest in the East that here cannot be: 


realized, and though there is very great swelling there is 
no suppuration, and the insect plague avoided. In half 
wild cattle that are difficult to catch and handle this is 
of primary importance, as when the operation is per- 
formed by incision it is necessary to catch the patient 
and dress the part at least once daily, otherwise it soon 
gets fly-blown and in a horrible state, and this from the 
surroundings and conditions of things would be impossi- 
ble to do. Although of themselves the operation of 
mulling and crushing cannot be defended, still con- 
sidering the circumstances under which they are per- 
formed, and who the only available operators are, they 
have to be looked upon as a necessary evil, and this was 
the opinion I gave when consulted on the matter some 


ga ago by the Indian Govt. as to whether they should 


considered cruelty to animals or not for legal 
purposes. 
BISTOURNAGE. 


This is also a continental method, and I will not waste 


time by minutely describing it, a full account of the 
process being given in Peuch and Toussaint’s Precis de 
Chirurgerie V 

“Castration of the Domestic Animals.” Suffice to say 
that the testicle is so turned on itself that the arteries 
and ducts are twisted and strangulated and the gland 
atrophies. The advantages of this method are that there 
is no wound made or dressing required. The drawbacks 
are that a certain amount of skill, or rather I should say 
knack, is necessary in the manipulative process, and the 
sexual instinct is not always destroyed. 
chance of a dispute if the animal is sold as a gelding, and 
their being no cicatrix on the scrotum it might be diffi- 
cult to prove. 


étérinatre, and in English in Liautard’s 


here is also the 


CLAMPS. 
The operation of placing one pair of large wooden 


clamps over the entire scrotum, embracing both testicles 
and allowing the whole mass to slough off is, I fancy, 
never carrie 
in the Corea, and when in Japan I was shown some 
horses in a Battery of Artillery of the Japanese Army at 
Kiota that had been imported from the Corea that had 
been operated on in this fashion, but I have never seen 
it done, and the Japanese officers did not appear to think 
it a very desirable procedure. 


out in Europe. -It is used by the Tartars. 


These, gentlemen, are the principal methods by which 


castration is performed that I am acquainted with, and 
about which I trust to get the benefit of your opinion. 
Some of them are no doubt rough and ready, others. 
super-retined, or even described as finicking, but in most 
things in life I have found it best to endeavour to edu 
cate one’s self to do them as near perfection as possible. 
If necessa 
or whole of the refinements and 
circumstances of the case, but if one sticks to a rough 
and crude method of doing things it is sometimes diffi- 
cult to perform them in a super-refined and ftinicking 
way if required to. 


it is always easy to —— with ot — 
apt one’s e 


Veterinary Lecture. 


Mr. J. H. Lockwoop, M.R.C.V.S., read a paper on 


“The management of Brood Mares, and some diseases of 
Foals” befote the Members of the Southam Farmers’ 
Club, at the Craven Arms, Southam, on Tuesday even 

ing last. 
followed. 


An interesting and prolonged discussion 


| | 
| | 
| 
i || 
ith 
1 of | 
ne “th | 
und | | 
but | 
| 
| 
ful. 
nce 
or || 
| 
| 
used 
tum 
the 
the | 
hot 
rise 
sons, | 
seen 
tum, | | 
ctive | 
1 this | 
cloth 
acid,, | | | | 
e skin’ | 
vith a | | : 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
small i | 
nd in the 
inh 
slong 
tudinal) 
| | 


athe 


456 THE VETERINARY RECORD February 20, 1897 


-cept over the buttoc 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


EMBOLISM OF THE ILIAC ARTERIES IN MAN. 


The following case of embolism in man, reported to 
The British Medical Journal by Dr. Wm. Horrocks, of 
Bradford, will be interesting to veterinarians. The 


symptoms and the termination are not quite such as are 


usually shown by horses suffering from plugging of the 
iliac arteries. 

“A man, 58, was admitted on September Ist, 
1896. A few hours before admission, he was attempting 
to move a heavy plank of wood, when he suddenly com- 
plained of severe pain at the bottom of the back and 
numbness with a pricking sensation in both lower limbs. 


Shortly afterwards he found that he could not pass 


water. On admission both lower limbs were blue and 


cold ; no pulsation could be detected in either femoral 


artery. sides this there were signs of paraplegia, 


affecting both lower limbs. The patient could move the 


patellz slightly, but with this exception there was com- 
lete loss of power over both lower extremities. The 

eet lay in a position of full extension. There was no 
sensibility to touch, pe, or heat in the lower limbs, ex- 
s, where sensations were natural. 

e plantar and cremasteric reflexes were absent on each 
side. The bladder was much distended. The urine 
which was drawn off, contained albumen. The radial 
pulse was 84, and of high tension. The patient was very 
restless, constantly pulling himself up in bed, and turn- 
ing from side to side. He complained frequently of 
much pain in the lower part of the back and across the 
abdomen. 

Morphine gr. 1-6th, was given frequently hypodermi- 
cally to relieve pain. Two days later the paralysis of the 
lower limbs was complete, and the other symptoms still 
continued. The blueness and coldness of the surface 
had extended to the level of the umbilicus, and the loss 
-of sensibility had extended to midway between the um- 
bilicus and pubes. There was much tenderness on pres- 
sure over the lower part of the abdomen. The patient 
gradually passed into a drowsy condition, his body be- 
coming colder, and he died on the third day after ad- 
mission. 

Dr. Gladstone, who examined the urine from time to 
time, noted the presence of hemoglobin. The urine was 
-chocolate-coloured, with a brownish deposit consisting of 
granules and a few red corpuscles. A spectrum showed 
the absorption lines of the hemoglobin. 

At the necropsy, the whole of the abdominal aorta and 
the iliac vessels showed advanced atheromatous disease 
of their inner coats, which were studded with calcareous 
plates. There was an aneurysm, about the size of a 
pigeon’s en, on the anterior wall of the aorta, near the 
origin of the cceliac axis. The aneurysm communicated 
with the aorta by a wide mouth, which was partly 
covered by a layer of fibrin, which covered the interior 
of the aorta at the same level. This layer of fibrin was 
broken below, where its attachment to the margin of the 
aneurysmal ne was imperfect. The interior of the 
aneurysm was partly filled with clot, which showed an 
irregular surface, as if part of the clot had been washed 
away. Both iliac arteries were occluded, but the right 
was more firmly plug ed and the clot reached higher than 
on the left side. No clot was found in the aorta between 
its bifurcation and the aneurysm 

Remarks —The points of interest in this case are: 

First, what was the cause of the paraplegia, which might 
have been of central or pny origin? In this case 
the absence of any spinal lesion, and the fact that the 
circulation through the lumbar arteries was not inter- 
fered with, contraindicate its spinal origin. The move- 


his Grace will there give first, second and thi 


ment of the recti, which was present on admission, and 
continued ‘rather longer on the left than the right side, 
is accounted for by the later plugging of the left iliac 
artery. The muscles during the latter days passed into 
a state similar to cadaveric rigidity. The recti stood out 
prominently under the skin. The skin showed livid 
patches and the limb was cold, showing greatly impaired 
nutrition. All these signs seemed to point to coagula- 
tion of the myosin and deficient oxygenation as the cause 
of the paralysis. Sensation of pain in the limbs was ab- 
sent. This is unusual, and in most recorded cases great 
pain is complained of. Possibly the entire cessation of 
the circulation so far damaged the sensory nerves that 
they were unable to convey afferent impulses. The con- 
dition of the urine is unexplained. The circulation in 
the renal vessels was not interfered with. The pulse 
showed markedly high tension, a point noted in similar 
cases by the late Dr. Bristowe. The possibility of in- 
creased tension accounting for the presence of hzmoglo- 
bin in the urine may be suggested. More probably the 
death of so large a portion of the body caused a great 
increase in the amount of broken-down tissues carried 
into the circulation, and part of this was excreted by the 
kidneys. In conclusion, I must thank Drs. Chapman 
and Gladstone for their careful notes and suggestions re- 
garding this interesting case. 


THE DUKE OF PORTLAND’S HORSE 
BREEDING SCHEME. 


The following are the conditions of the scheme formu- 
lated by the Duke of Portland, having for its object the 
improvement of half-bred horses on his estate : 

“The Duke of Portland will provide at his own cost a 
limited number of sound mares for breeding purposes, 
and distribute them amongst certain of his tenants on the 
following conditions : 

1. Tenants to make application to Mr. F. J. Turner, 
of Mansfield Woodhouse, or to Mr. T. Warner Turner, of 
Welbeck, for a mare on or before October Ist, of each 
year. 

2. His Grace will decide which of the applicants are 
to have mares, and which will be branded with a dis- 
tinguishing mark on the near fore foot. ‘ 

3. The mares selected by his Grace will be certified 
by his veterinary surgeon as sound and free from 
hereditary defects. They can be ridden or worked in the 
ordinary way in connection with the farm. 

4. Mares must be covered every season by one of the 
stallions provided by his Grace, or by any other ap 
proved thoroughbred horse, and thiey must visit the horse 
during the months of March, April, May, or June. 

5. Ona mare proving in-toal it must only be lightly 
worked prior to date of foaling, and not for two months 
after foaling. 

6. A return must be made every year, stating the 
colour, sex and description uf foal ; or if the mare mls 
carries, or is barren, it will be necessary to mention th 
so that an accurate register can be kept of her b 
career. 

7. Each mare must be taken good care of, and in 
event of illness or accident a qualified veterinary Tr 
must be called in to advise as to treatment, ‘c., an 
report made at once to Mr. T. Warner Turner, Wel 4 

8. The Duke of Portland will allow the tenant 
use of the mare for three years at least ; but she 
liable to be removed from the care of the tenant at 7 
time should his Grace consider such a course —, 
Occasional visits will be made by his Grace's repres 
tives to see in what condition the mare 1s. lent 

9. The Duke of Portland requests that each mare 
be paraded annually at the Welbeck Tenants oe pee 
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for the animals considered by competent judges to be in 
the best condition for breeding. . 

10. Each tenant accepting a mare on the foregoing 
conditions will keep her entirely at his own expenes, 
and«will further give the Duke of Portland the first _re- 
fusal of the produce, up to three years old, at a fair value. 
If his Grace declines to purchase, then the tenant is at 
liberty to dispose of the "tpn as he may think best, 
but he would prefer the fillies were retained to breed from 
in after years, as his sole obiect in providing mares in the 
first instance is to encourage a better class of half-bred 
animals on his estate. The Duke of Portland would 
strongly urge tenants to give especial care to their foals 
the ‘first year, so as to make them more saleable after- 
wards. it is to be distinctly understood the mares pro- 
vided by his Grace belong to him, and although they may 
be worked as mentioned in rule 3, they are lent to the 
tenant for breeding purposes.”—T7'he Field. 


HORSE SLAUGHTERERS HEAVILY FINED. 


George Bone and Robert James Oak, horse slaughter- 
ers, of Plaistow and Tabard Street, Borough, were again 
in attendance to answer summonses by the London 
County Council for carrying on the business of 
“knackers” at 107, Old Kent Road.—Mr. T. Seager 
Berry prosecuted, and Mr. Sydney defended.—Mr. Fen- 
wick, in announcing his decision, said he had given the 
case his very best consideration. The defendants were 
charged under the 19th section of the Public Health 
(London) Act, 1891, with carrying on the business of 
knackers, which business had been established anew 
without the consent or licence of the County Council. 
There was a conflict of evidence as to the facts. If the 
evidence for the prosecution was to be believed, the 
premises had been used for a considerable time and to. a 
very considerable extent as a knackers’ yard. He be- 
lieved that for some considerable time a large number of 
horses had een slaughtered on the premises, and he saw 
no reason to doubt the evidence for the prosecution with 
regard to the horrible condition in which the premises 
were. The defendants, who were liable to a penalty of 
£50 a day, would each have to pay £6 a day for 12 days, 
from 17th to 30th November inclusive, but, of course, 
excluding Sundays. They must also each pay ten guineas 
towards the costs of the County Council. That would be 
a total penalty of £82 10s. each, or in default two months’ 
imprisonment. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS IN 1896. | 


ae completed returns under the Diseases of Animals 
- for 1896 (the period of 52 weeks ended December 26) 
show that the number of pigs slaughtered in Great 
Titain on account of swine fever last year amounted to 
rer A 80,000. This total is about 10,000 greater than 
or 1895, and more than 20,000 in excess of that of 


1894, beyond which year the comparison does not apply, 


however, the increase be regarded as indicative of the 
ane. of a more rigorous policy of repression, there 
that then eaction to be derived from the circumstance 
eithe oA ein outbreaks in 1896 were fewer than those 
ind ro ‘oped or of 1894. In the last week of the year, 
pay € number of outbreaks fell to so comparativel 
of the tal as 42, which is considerably less than ha 
— ave for 1896. For the second year in 
blank, lon the record of foot-and-mouth disease is happily 
and it is to be regretted that the same cannot be 


said of pleuro-pneumonia, and the figures relating to 
which and to swine fever are subjoined :— 


Swine FEVER AND PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN GREAT 


BRITAIN. 
| Swine Fever. Pleuro-Pneumonia. 
Year. breaks. | Slaughtered. | breaks. sseuies 
: No. No. o | No. 
1896 5166 79,586 2 9 
1895 6305 69,931 1 _ 
1894 5682 56,296 2 15 
1893 2913 15,402 9 30 
1892 12,384 134 


The next table presents at a glance the details con- 
cerning anthrax, glanders, and rabies, the figures for 
1896 being in all cases approximate only. The annual 
outbreaks of anthrax have not varied greatly during the 
last four years. The troublesome disorder of glanders, 
on the other hand, shows a decline in prevalence from 
1892 to 1896. Rabies rapidly increased from 1892 to 
1895, and, though a decline set in last year, the total for 
1896 is still nearly double of that for 1894 :— 


ANTHRAX, GLANDERS, AND RABIES IN GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Anthrax. Glanders. ‘Rabies. 


Yede Animals Animals | Diseased animals 
attacked. attacked. | killed or died. 
No. No. No. 
1896 900 1303 455 
1895 934 1594 727 
1894 1000 1437 258 
1893 1300 2133 94 
1892 | 633 2954 40 
The Times. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


‘ To the Editor of The Birmingham Daily Post. 
SIR, 

A letter from Sir James Sawyer, followed by a report 
of his well-advertised lecture, has been the round of the 
papers during the last week. A similar letter, which he 
addressed to The Times, received on the Ist February a 
suitable answer from the Principal of the Royal Veter- 
inary College, London. As published in the papers, Sir 
James’s address is to me rather a contradiction. In one 
place he is reported to have said, “The cause of the dis- 
ease is known as the tubercle bacillus, and was discovered 
by Koch”; later, this follows: “Much might be done 
when its cause was understood, to prevent tuberculosis in 
animals of a farmer’s stock.” His statement that “the 
blood of healthy animals is capable of destroying the 
bacillus of tuberculosis” must be founded upon original 
research, as it is entirely opposed to what, as I understand, 
is held at the present day among pathologists who have 
studied and experimented upon tuberculosis. In this I 
am borne out by your correspondent in the Post of Tues- 
day 9th. Sir James Sawyer’s reply to the Rev. Mr. 
Sitwell is very weak, tuberculin being the reliable and 
recognised test at the present time among modern 
pathologists. “Direct hereditary transmission” of the 
disease, Sir James omitted to inform his audience, is now 
a very questionable source of infection—at least, that 
view is held by veterinary experts, who are practically 
acquainted with the pathology of tuberculosis. 
gain, in reply to Mr. Rutherford, Sir James is very 
vague. The researches of Bang, which have been con- 
firmed by repeated experiments, go to prove that the 
milk of tuberculous cattle is not dangerous to human 


beings, unless the udder itself is the seat of disease ; and 
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even then the milk may be rendered harmless by boiling, 


as may the meat, when it contains the germs, 


thoroughly cooking. I do not know what benefit the 
Warwickshire Chamber of Agriculture derived from Sir 
James Sawyer’s practical acquaintance with tuberculosis ; 
but I venture to think if they would adopt a regular 
inspection of dairy cows and slaughterhouses by qualified 
veterinary surgeons, who would also instruct farmers to 
keep their cattle as much as possible turned out in the 
fresh air, and have good sanitation and ventilation in 
the sheds, the whole community would gain in health. 
No doubt all credit is due to Koch for the discovery of 
the bacillus, and to Bang for his researches ; but when 
we have men like Professor McFadyean, who have done 
more to elucidate the disease than any man in this 
country, I think we should be proud to acknowledge it. 
I have in my mind a letter that appeared in one of the 
Birmingham dailies, above the signature of Sir James 
Sawyer, some few years ago. The position he then took 
up was that of an expert on riding, and his remarks on 
good “hands” and seat were, to a horseman, putting it 


mildly, amusing. 
JoHN BLaKEway, F.R.C.V.S. 
Upper Dean Street, Birmingham, February 9. 


THE “MORE SCIENTIFIC | METHOD.” 


A correspondent, in a recent number of The British 
Medical Journal, expressed his regret that some “more 
scientific method ” of controlling contagious diseases of 
animals was not adopted in the place of the barbarous 
method of wholesale slaughter. If we are to judge by 
results there is some strong evidence in favour of the 
course pursued in —-Z out Cattle-plague, Pleuro- 

-Mouth disease in this country. 

Possibly some day we may have a “scientific” vaccine, 
which will check disease by rendering our herds and 
flocks immune. Meantime we have our choice between 
“stamping-out” and administering drugs. In South 
Africa Petroleum and Tobacco were strongly recommended 
for use in the treatment of Cattle-plague. At home we 
have various nostrums, but the latest achievement of 


pneumonia, and Foot-an 


civilization is the following from Lancashire :— 


SWINE FEVER! SWINE FEVER! 


HAMILL’S 


SWINE FEVER 


OR 
FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE 
In CATTLE. 


PREPARED ONLY BY 


THOMAS HAMILL, 


4 WHALLEY, WIGAN, 


PRICE—3s. PER POUND. 
DOSE—One Tablespoonful every meal until! cured. 


P.S. In bad cases “Golden Reliever” in liquid form is recommended. 


in bottles at 1s. 6d. 


A GROSS CASE OF CRUELTY. 


Charles Wellard, driver, of 14, Fairfield Place, Mill 
Street, Kingston, was summoned at the instance of 
Inspector Winfield, R.S.P.C,A., for cruelty to a horse, by 
working it in an unfit state, at Hampton Wick, on Jan, 
13th ; and Samuel Atkins, contractor, of Queen Eliza- 
beth Road, Kingston, was snmmoned for causing the 
animal to be so worked. —Mr. Colam, barrister, appeared 
for the prosecution. 

Inspector Winfield stated that on the day in question 
he saw Wellard on ee ye Bridge leading a grey pony 
attached to a cart laden with mud. He noticed the 
animal was going very lame on the fore limbs, in fact it 
was so lame that the pony could hardly walk at all. 
Witness stopped Wellard, whom he told he was surprised 
that he was still working the animal after the caution 
he had given him on the 12th December. The lad re- 

lied, “It is lame, I know, and done up. [am sorry, 

ut [ have to work it.” Witness examined the pony and 
found it to be ina fair condition. The feet were con- 
tracted and the heels very hot. He believed the animal 
to be suffering from navicular disease. Although it was 
a very cold day the pony was sweating very much, and 
that was an indication of acute pain. The inspector 
subsequently saw the owner and told him what had 
occurred, and he admitted that his employé had informed 
him that he had been cautioned about the state of the 
pony and that he had sent it out to work. He said that 
the pony had been like that for some time. Atkins also 
said that he had told the boy that he was to do as he 
told him, and not what anyone else said. Atkins then 
wished to shake hands with witness, and he did so but 
on witness feeling coins he let them drop. Atkins was 
very angry, and followed him out in the street, asking 
him to at the money. The pony was totally unfit 
for work—By Atkins: The animal was only sweating 
from the shoulders and legs. There might ee been 
rain in the early morning. » > had seen the pony about 
six times in Kingston.—Mr. Atkins: I thought you 
were a water inspector or something of that kind when 
you came to see me.—Inspector Winfield : I told you 
who I was, and it was after we had the conversation 
about the horse that you offered me the money. 

Mr. Welsby, veterinary surgeon, of Kingston, said he 
saw the pony on January 14th coming from the forge. 
He noticed the animal was lame, and on examining It 
found that the fore feet had been pared down to sucha 
extent that blood had been exuding. The cutting down 
was to destroy the natural effect of navicular disease. 
The pony was in pain, and was suffering from t 
disease. It had been going on for some months. The 
animal was not fit for work. He did not think there was 
any cure for the disease. 

Mr. R. Anderson, another veterinary surgeon, from 
Bayswater, said he examined the pony on January =U") 
The animal was very old, and was suffering from nav! 
cular disease and sprained tendons. The disease hi 
been, no doubt, apparent for some months. The povy 
was not fit for work.—Atkins said the pony es 
favourite of his, and he only put it to light work. 
went just the same as it did ten years ago, and if It 
lame now it was lame then.—Wellard, in defence, simp y 
begged their lordship’s pardon. . the 

Mr. Bowyer, of Hampton Wick, said he had known He 
pony for 18 years, and knew it to be a good — 

rove it 36 miles in June last.—By Mr. Colam: |" 
he took it out it was a very little lame. Witness a ™ 
to speak to the Inspector, but this he was not allow om 
to do.—Mr. Colam : Do you contradict what 
gentlemen have said?—Witness : No I would poo whe 
~ d that. I would like to ask Mr. Winfield some the it 

r. Colam : Perhaps you would like to wory 
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tor—Witness : Yes, and I think I could.—Mr.Colam: 
rhaps you would offer him 7s.—Witness : I would give 
him a quid, and you too, if you like. (Laughter)— 
Atkins said Mr. wards, from Kingston, had promised 
tomttend, but on his name being called there was no 
answer.—Mr. Colam said he wished he had been there, 
as he would have liked to ask him a few questions. 
The Bench fined Atkins £2 and costs, but stated that 
they would remit £1 if the pony were destroyed. The 
lad Wellard was fined 2s.6d. Atkins promised to destroy 
the animal.—7'he Surrey Comet. 


To the Editor of The Surrey Comet. 


Sir 

I noticed in last week’s issue that the case of cruelty 
charged against Mr. Samuel Atkins, contractor, of Kings- 
ton, was characterised as a “gross case of cruelty,” this, 
no doubt, being the impression given by the hard swear- 
ing in the case by the Society's inspector and the two 
veterinary surgeons engaged for the prosecution, and the 
very positive way in which the latter gave their evidence 
in regard to one of the most obscure lamenesses we have 
to deal with, viz., navicular lameness. All three were 
perfectly agreed on the seat of trouble, and, of course, 
owing to the weight of evidence a conviction by the 
magistrates followed, although I believe, notwithstand- 
ing all this array of talent, one or two of the justices 
openly expressed their doubtfulness of cruelty in the 


case. 

I also happened to be a witness for the defence, 
having been asked by the owner to examine the pony 
directly after he was stopped by the officer, but I was 
unfortunately detained in town that morning and could 
not appear. 

With the exception of rather contracted feet (which I 
had opened up) and old age stiffness, the animal was 
healthy and well, and as frisky as a kitten, evidently en- 
Joying the run up the road when examining him, and we 
never dreamt of a prosecution in the case. 

The evidence given by the officer I pass without com- 
ment, except to notice that it was of the old stereotyped 
form, “Great heat and tenderness, acute pain, etc.,” at 

€ supposed seat of lameness. 

What I wish particularly to deal with is the evidence 
of the two veterinary surgeons who had the audacity to 
Swear on oath in the witness box so positively as to the 
presence of the disease. Now what opportunity had 
either of these men of finding out sufficient about this 
animal to enable them to form an honest opinion of the 
existence of navicular disease? None whatever, as the 
following certificate will prove. ‘ 

Having destroyed the animal here, [ took the liberty of 
taking both fore legs to the Royal Veterinary College, 
and requested Professor Penberthy to make an examina- 


tion of the navicular bones with me, and subjoined is his 
certificate, 


Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 
sie February 11th, 1897. 
bee have to-day examined two white fore limbs of a pony 
a ht by Mr. J. W. Edwards, M.R.C.V.S.,of Kingston 
bh ~*hames, as to the state of the navicular bones and 


ursa. I find no evidence of disease in either. There is 
nO navicular disease. 


JOHN PENBERTHY, Prof. of Medicine, ete. 
Phar limbs are still in my ion and intact, and 
red one interested is at perfect liberty to examine the 


nes. 
Apol ising for takin 
Jor taking up so much of your valuable 
Space.—I remain, sir, yours faithfull ’ 5 

. W. EDWARDS, M.R.C.V.S. 


DISEASED MEAT.—IMPRISON MENT. 


William Haynes, of Wilton, near Burton-on-Trent,. 
was summoned, at Clerkenwell, by the Sanitary Inspec- 
tor of the Holborn District Board of Works, for deposi- 
ting at a meat salesman’s in Charterhouse Street five 

uarters of beef which were diseased and unfit for the 

ood of man.—The evidence of the inspector and of Dr. 
Bond, medical officer of Holborn, was to the effect that 
the meat—three quarters of cow beef and two quarters. 
of a heifer—were diseased. In their opinion the cow 
had died of kidney disease and the heifer had suffered 
from blood poisoning.—The defence set up was that the 
meat was sent up subject to theinspector’s examination, 
a note being enclosed in the hamper to that effect.—In 
reply to the magistrate, defendant said he knew of no 
inspectors in his part of the country to whom he could 
have submitted the meat. He did not think of asking a 
butcher’s opinion. He was only a dealer in animals 
himself-— Mr. Bros: I don’t propose to impose fines in 
these cases. Defendant was sentenced to six weeks’ 
imprisonment. It was stated that he was fined £5 at 
this court for a similar offence in April last. 


At the Guildhall, before Mr. Alderman Pound, Charles 
Ellis Rooke, Willingham, Cambridgeshire, was sum- 
moned for sending to the Central Meat Market the car- 
case of a boar pig, the same being diseased and unfit for 
human food. Mr. Vickery, who prosecuted on behalf of 
the Commissioners of Sewers, stated that defendant 
bought two pigs of a Mr. Norman, killed them, and sent 
them to London. One was in a good condition, but the 
other was in a filthy and abominable state. Inside the 
carcase the defendant put a note to the effect that, if it 
was not fit for food, it could be sold for cats and dogs. 
Evidence having been given for the prosecution, Mr. 
Wheeler, for the defence, contended that the putting of 
the note in the carcase by the defendant showed that he 
had taken every precaution. The defendant went into 
the box, and said he over-scalded the carcase, which 
gave ita bad colour. That was the reason he put the 
note inside.—-The Alderman said he had no doubt the 
accused had deposited this meat for sale, well knowing 
it was unfit for food. He fined him £30 and £3 3s. 
costs, with two months’ imprisonment in default of 
payment. 


A Cat’s Wonderful Instinct 


A remarkable story, for the truth of which several re- 
sponsible persons vouch, is reported from Godalming, 
Surrey, of a cat which was sent from that town by train 
to Leeds, and which re-appeared at its old home at God- 
alming six weeks later. The cat, which is now in the 
possession of Mrs. E. Jones, 6 Rose Terracé, Crownpits, 
Godalming, belonged to her son, Mr. James Jones, who, 
with his family, left Godalming shortly before Christ- 
mas, in order to take up residence at 22 Harold-view. 
Burley Fields, Leeds. The cat, a peculiarly mark 
black and white one, the chief favourite of the infant son, 
was conveyed to its destination in a closed basket. 
Within five days Mr. Jones wrote to his mother at God- 
alming, informing her that the cat had strayed. A few 
days ago Mrs. Jones’s attention was called by several 
friends to a cat, which was “mewing” piteously outside 
her son’s vacant house at Godalming. She at once identi- 
fied the creature, and wrote informing her son of the 
discovery. 

A representative of a news agency conversed with 
Mrs. Jones at Godalming, yesterday, and she gave the 
above facts as to the cat’s journey. She was quite cer- 
tain, she said, as to the identity of the animal. Although 


4l, Eden-street, Kingston-on-Thames, February, 11th. 


the story seemed incredible, it was true. 


| il | 
| 
| 
| = 
| 
f 
i | | 
n 
y | 
e 
it | 
d 
n 
y 
d 
. | | 
as 
| = 
or ‘ 
id 
ed 
he 
at | | 
80 
he 
en | 
ut 
vas 
ng 
‘| 
ng 
en } 
ou 
en | 
ou 
jon 
he 
ge 
all | 
wn 
Ase. 
hat 
The 4 
was 
roll 
oth. 
avi- 
had 
ony 
a 
It 
was 
aply 
the 
He 
‘hen 
| 
to 
two 
ce | 
ng— 
eu 


460 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


February 20, 1897 


The Pleuro-pneumonia outbreak. 


In the House of Commons, in reply to a question by 
Mr. Flynn, Mr. Gerald Balfour said the Veterinary 
Department in Ireland had power to slaughter any cattle 
ascertained to have been in contact with others affected 
by disease. In consequence of the occurrence recently of 
a serious outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia in London, the 
affected cattle, it was stated, having been imported from 
Cork, the inspectors of the Irish Veterinary Department 
were at once instructed to restrict the movement in 
Ireland of cattle which where ascertained to have been 
associated with the animals shipped to London, and 
amongst which disease was found to have existed. 
Amongst the cattle so traced and restricted were the 
cattle belonging to Patrick Frawley, of Buttevant, and in 
the event of the slaughter of his cattle compensation 
would be paid to him out of the moneys voted by parlia- 
ment for the suppression of pleuro-pneumonia. Ireland 
had happily been entirely free from pleuro-pneumonia 
since 1892, and it was obviously essential in the best in- 
terest of the Irish cattle trade that any ground for the 
suspicion as to the existence of the disease should be 
promptly removed. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. | 
Extract from London Gazette. 


Wark Orrice, February. 


Lanarkshire (Queen’s Own Royal Glasgow).—Vet.- 
Lieut. W. Boyle resigns his commission ; J. M. McCall, 
M.D., to be Vet.-Lieutenant. 


NEW NEUROTOMY NEEDLE. 


The tenaculum here illustrated is the pattern de- 
signed by Mr. James Simpson, of Maidenhead, which 
was brought before the notice of the members of the 
North of England Veterinary Medical Association at 
their meeting in November last. 

The advantages claimed are: That being made of 
metal all in one piece, it can readily be rendered 
aseptic; that its shape and shortness enable great 
leverage to be obtained, and at the same time a fine 
delicacy of adjustment, and that in neurectomy cases 
the shape of the handle enables the latter to be 
forced underneath the nerve, thus doing away with 
the necessity for using a piece of silk or string. It 
is manufactured by Messrs. Arnold & Sons, West 
Smithfield, London. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ADVERTISING. 


8 

,_ comments on a letter from the College Solicitor 
do not give us any om on the advertising question. It 
merely affirms that the Privy Council confirm the action 
of the R.C.V.S., with regard to a particular person whose 
name does not transpire. 

The ordinary member (who knows of but one flight of 
stairs to the Council Chamber) has no means of getting 
to know what Mr. Nemo of No Man’s Land did, in the 
way of advertising:—“What hath he done.” Did he 


tres upon the preserves of some old fossil comfortably 
establish and representing the third generation of his 
name ! 

The few veterinary surgeons I know, all wish for infor- 
mation or some sort of guidance in this matter of ad- 
vertisement. There should be some rule laid down, 
something to go on, or else the young men and the new 
comers, simply give up everything to the old established, 
who are supposed to call on the new man and express a 
pious hope that he (the fledgling) will be able to secure a 
share of the practice in the neighbourhood, which the 
speaker finds is not big enough for himself. 

Why should we lend ourselves to such transparent 


humbug ? 
Haroup LEENEY. 


QUACKS AND QUACKERY. 


SI 

The correspondence bearing on this subject in The 
Veterinary Record is undoubtedly very interesting to 
most country practitioners, especially the younger men- 
bers. I think it is high time some steps should be taken 
to protect qualified men. 

he Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881 is really of very 

little help to us. Quackery is rife in some parts of the 
country, I know six quacks myself—not to mention the 
castrators—not one of these are registered, three of them 
are within my own district ; they are very often called 
in, possibly because they are nearer, and also because 
they charge less than we should. Sometimes these men 
keep bad cases on hand fora long time, and when the 
patient is likely to die it is not uncommon for them to 
advise the owner to send for the veterinary surgeon ; in 
this way much valuable time is often lost, and the 
chances of recovery are thus greatly diminished. Two 
of these empirics are young farmers who only commenced 
within the last two years. If such men are not sup 
pressed it is to be feared that even in these days, when 
veterinary science has made considerable progress, there 
is still a rising generation of the “cow doctors” of forty 
years ago. Cannot something be done to bring this 
important matter immediately before the Members of 
Council so that they might give it their serious com 
sideration. 

Our College curriculum is now a lengthy one, conse 
quently an expensive one. Why should we suffer at the 
hands of these men who have never paida pont for their 
education? I trust this matter will not be allowed to 
drop until the Council are convinced that the graduates 
must be more effectively protected. In conclusion, 
would suggest that some of the members who have the 
interest of the country practitioner at heart, might 
bring this matter forward at the next Council meeting-— 
Yours truly, 


YounG PRACTITIONER. 


WHITETHORN POISONING. 
DearS 


IR, 

If the fruit of the Whitethorn is poison what ee ° 
active principle? I have seen horses vomit, and 
seen obstruction of the bowels caused by the stones 
the haws but never seen any poisoned. Pigs an sole 
keys get fat on them, and boys and women we 
employed to go and beat them off the White 
Codes for the flocks of turkeys and herds of swine. 


Tears aly, 
EoGLETON. 


Commonications, Books, aND PaPERs Mowe 
B. Eggleton, G. Mayall, H.Teeney, A. Mavgt 
J. R. Edwards, D.G. Davies, W.S.MeMarrich, 
Practitioner.” 


Every-day Ailments of Poultry, The Surrey Comet. 
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